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Fire Management Program 

Areas

• Prescribed Burning

• Wildfire Planning



Why we burn



Fire Effects on Plant Communities

•Recycles nutrients
•Creates cavities in trees
•Reduces litter layer
•Eliminates low branches and suckers
•Kills pathogens
•Creates “seed beds”
•Stimulates germination
•Adds complexity
•Fuel Reduction



“To provide for the health, inspiration and education of the people 
of California by helping to preserve the state’s extraordinary 
biological diversity, protecting its most valued natural and cultural 
resources, and creating opportunities for high-quality outdoor 
recreation.”







Annual District Rx Burn Projects

Wilder Ranch SP   300-500ac

Año Nuevo SR       50-150ac

Big Basin SP 150-300ac

Henry Cowell SP   10-12ac

Where we burn



Año Nuevo State Park











Big Basin Redwoods State Park



Burleigh Murray SP



Henry Cowell Redwoods 

State Park
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How we burn





Environmental Prescription

• Relative Humidity 25-80% Drier end 25-29%

• Temperature 45-90 degrees Hotter end 80-90 degrees

• Wind Speed 0-10 mph Higher end 6-10 mph

*Out of prescription if any two environmental conditions are at 

the drier/hotter/higher end of prescription









Challenges

• Closing Windows

• Urban Sprawl

• $

– Planning/Implementation

• Need for Increased Trained Staff

• Air Quality Issues

• Education

• What you can do to help?



The Forest of Nisene Marks



Only the beginning……
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/California-State-Parks-Santa-Cruz-Fire-Management/111262572358575
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